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Professor of Surpery
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Dear Doctor Altexsler:

ARM1.940805.125

. i

o
Ry,
% f (G55

4% January 1958

p2
N
o

For nome time, the professional staff of this office has been
aware that a gap existe in our research program mnd in knowledge
regarding the affects of chronie, continuous ionigzing radiatien at
low dosage levels, It is oconceivable that the use of nuclear weapons
in any future war may penerate a background of continuous radiation
in which people wust live, work, amd fight, Of course, no one can know
at present the dosagze level of this radiation, tut it has been imagined
that it csuld be as high ae 30 r & week, which, as you know, is now
arout the averare humen lifetime dosage.

Host of the nvailable dnta en ionizing rediation pertzin to the
effects of pcute dosage in the L,D, 50 to L.D, 100 renge. It aprears
that we do not know what a chronie low dosape of joniging radiation like
that describad ahove does to irsmnity, Wood coarulation, wound hesling,
infection, nutrition, and all of the otheyr factors with vhich we are
concerned in the care of combat or sirmilar casunltise, Knowing 1ittle
of theas sffects we wust know even less reparding what to do about them,

It 1s concelvable that our present cencepte of managing.corbat carualties,
vhich include debridoment, delayed suture, and antibiotic prophylaxis, should
be revised conmiderably in the imagined situation in which the casurlty has

bean and 1s beinz subjected te the type of radiation deseribed,

1 do not believe thet we in the riittary should be concerned with the
renetic affacts of radlation, hut we should have the mnswers to rome of the

nors irmediate problems which have hoen implied, Ye may soon have =ome

additional funds to support and be in a vosition to coneider resesrch pro-

posals 2long the line I hope I have suggestad.

We are exploring the posaibilities of obtainins such proposals from

the beast sources and would like to invite any suggostions you may have upon

this rmatter,
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Yours very simceroly,
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