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SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AT NEXT MEETING

NOT FOR PUBLICATION - BULL, CVMP --Page 520
o /Nmorm. RESEARCH COUNCIL o
Division of Yedical Sciences
,/ MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS MPRICAL PROBLEMS
i 25th Meeting -5 December 1952 .

ATTENDANCE ¢ S N
Committee: Dr, Wilburt C. Davispn: Clairman
Dra, J. E, Finesinger, Perin H, Long,
E. R. Long, Herbert H, Marks,
H, Houston Merritt, and J, Roscoe Miller,
i : Absent Dra.b M, 'E..-' beBakey, A. LeRoy Johnson,
\ and A McGshes Harvey.
i Veterans Administration Dre. G. M, Lyon, A. F. Abt, John B. Barnwell,

Js Ls Holsopple, R, L. Jenkins, |
e ‘ ) A, N, Moseley, Jr. , Johi C, Nunemaker,
' Lo . ] H. F. Weller and Marjorie P, Wilson,
D e .VA Central Office; Dr. J. F. Rose,
A e . Boston, Massachusstts.

‘- Il . ::,'--".',_'_ . - B i ETEE .
Nafi nal Research Council, Dr. M. C. Winternitz, Chairmn, Division of
. o ... -+ - Medical. Sciencesj Drs, R. Keith Cannan,
: G, W, Beebe, Stells Delgnan, Theodore S.
. Moise, F, D. Lawrason and Gerard Turino,
‘Mr. Seymour Jablon and Miss Esther Miller,

Others: Cdr.-E, P, McLarney, Bureau of Medicine and
Surgery, Departzneqt of the Navy,

1. ACTION ON MINUIES OF FREVIOUS MEETING

.'; Thehln\;hiofthe previous mésting wers spproved without change,
1. REPORTS FROM THE VETER'NS ADMINISTRATION;
A. VA Program of Medical Research

Dr, Lyon described the objectives, arganization, and administration

. of the VA Medical Research Program (See Appendix II), in order that the
Committes, in its advisory capacity to the VA, might have a clear understanding
of the program and its various parts, Research is considered an essential
element in providing the veteran patisnt ¥dith theé best podsitle madical -
treatment and hospital care, The specific aims are (a) to attract and retain
qualified personnel through the conduct of research within VA hospitals, (b) to
permit Mill-time ataff personnel to improve their professional proficiency

FTTH459



b pecs

FOLER MAMAE

.2 /16

UMD BY

Schoo 0¢ Medicine
fg”}u\'ﬁ_&hﬂ ﬁ/cs oF 5‘\0\&6)_ tJdavren HLS-[968
OO .Su\’lny 2400, Modw&

I\W\C Owrsion Dfm«',uag SUQ"S(@D 1994 -53

5u@rck .3/1:/75

llnlvm'lly af Calllonia at Las Angrles
Unluerslty Archlves

CoPY

BULL. CVMP - Page 529

'xpmm T

- .
I. New applicatione approved by tha Committee on. Vetérans Moaioal Problbms on
5 December 1952 and recommended to the Vetérans.Administration.

Project #284 AR
Responsible investigator: BROIDA, H. P.

Institution: National Bureau of Standards

Title: "Determination of Stabls Isotope Concentration in

Human Blood and Tissues"
Amount Requested: $11,350

Approved by: Panel on Physics of the
Committes on Growth
Committee on Veterans
Medical Problems

Rating: 2.0 $11,350

II. Rew applications disapproved by the Carmittee on Veterans Medical Problems

on 5 December 1952.

Project #282
Responeible investigator: NELSON, JACK
Institution: Bellevue Hospital, New York
Title: "Treatment of Ost scporotic Disesse with Compounds
of Fluorine”
Amount Requegted: : $8,111
Divided Vote: Subcammittee on the Skeletal System

Disapproved by: Committee on Medicine
Committee on Veterans Medical Problems

171450
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At the June, 1952, mseting of the American Medical Asscciation, there were
fifteen scientific exhibits representing VA research activities. These were
planned and developed by Mr. Eddy and his staff, '

~

RESEARCH II VISION

The Medical Research Program is adminiatered through the Research’
Division, Research and Education Service,

VA Technical Bulletin, TB 10A-152, "Medical Research Program" was
prepared and published on August 5, 1948, to as=ist in the administration
and interpretation of the VA Medical Research Program in it s various aspects
exclusive of the Prosthetics Research Program, It has served as a guide for
orientation and assistance to those interested in, or concerned with, the
various phases of the Research Program. This Technical Bulletin is currently
in the process of being revised and should be issued within the next few months,

Semi-annual progress reports are mbmittsd by VA hospitals engaged
in the conduct of research, These reparts are invaluable in that they provide
informtion required within the Research Division to reflect accomplishments
within the Research Program and in developing the preliminary estimates of
budget needs for the future,

Within the Research Division, a file of publications by VA personnel
is maintained together with suitable files and cross files by authors and
mbjects, These flles are consulted almost daily by representatives of the
other services within Central Office, or required in the answering of requests
and correspondence to the division, . In the maintenance of these flles, the
Research Division has the assistance of the Medical Records Library Divisicn,
Central Office. One copy of each article published by VA personnel ami
submitted to Central Office is filed in the VA General Medical and Reference
Library.

The Research Division is assisted in an ndvisoa capacity in mtters
of a scientific character by the Committee on Veterans Medical Problems,

Divi sion of Medical Sciences, National Research Council, Natid¢nal Acsdemy

of Sciences, This Committee advises with respect to ths development of

over-all policies and periodically reviews and advises with respect to the
various research programs administered by the Research Division, ' This Comittee
also reviews and makes recommendations as to all spplications: for contractual
research rojects except those related to mrosthetic appliances, ‘which are
covered under the Prosthetic Research Program. To provide for necessary
expenditures in connection with this advisory service, the Veterans Adminis-
tration contracts with the National Academy of Sclences at an annual cost of
approximately $85,000, This does not include funds for individual contractual
research projects. After approval by this Commit tee, contractual research
projects are administered within Cmtractua.l and Projecf. Research Section,
Research Divisioh.’

The Research Division i1s assisted in a service capacity:

(a) By the Committee on Veterans Medical Problems, in the
administrati on and operation of a statistical malysis ram (and agency)
in connection with the "follow-up' studies of certain servic e-connected
disabilities armd "problems". This is a long-range study of both medical

PETIUOA
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and economic importance to the Veterans Administration, Many aspects of
this activity, begun in 1947, should be completed by 1955. A great deal
of data has been obtained from the study of veteran patients. It has been,
or is being, collected and assembled, Much of it has already been sub-
Jected to statistical analysis and we are now awaiting the preparation of
the scientific reports resulting from these studies, A considerable amount
of data remains yet to bs mubjected to atatistical analysis. A major con-
tribution of this phase of the VA Medical Research Program has been that a
valuable "pilot" experiemce has already been gained in the ways and means
of approaching moblems of this nature, This ls particularly true with
respect to the pilot study of the record “follow-up" projects,

Data has been collected in a wide range of medical problems en-
countered in, or closely relitéd to,the problems of veterans, Among these
are: psychoneurosis, peripheral nérve injury, srterial injury, tuberculin
tests, hepatitis, testicular tumors, x-rays of chests of inductees, sar-
coidosis, rheumatic fever, irradiation of testicular tumors, fractures of
carpal scaphold bone, sounds of the hand, schizophrenia, "cold injuries®,
Hodgkint's disease, Buerger!é dissase, health of former prisoners of war,
etc. The statistical agéncy has also coopersted in a study of tolerance
in ground combat, a proj4ct financed by the U, S, Army. For the services
promoted by this activity, the Veterans Administrati on contracte with the
National Academy of Sciences at an annual oost of spproximately $185,000.
Peak load has been passed, ard a gradual reduction of VA cqmmitments in
this activity may be anticipated,

(b) By the Medical Sciences Information Exchange, Division of
Medical Sciences, Natlonal Research Council, in the exchange of informtion
relative to research activities. The Veterans Administration participates
with five cther governmental agencies in thefinsncial s:pport and technical
activities of this Exchange. The patticipating agencles are, Department of
Army, Navy, Air Force, the Atomic Energy Commission, the Public Health Ser-
vice, and the Vetersns Administration. The Exchange constitutes a clearing
house for information on research activities being conducted in the medical
and allied heilth ficlds with the ‘support of government agencies (and ot her-
wise). 'Responsible inventigatord wlthin the VA Medical Research Program con-
tribute summariés of tteir résearch dctivities to this Exchenge and on reqiest
to the Exchange, receive from it informtion and summaries of investigative
work, covering sich subject miter as the investigator may request. To sup-
port VA share in this activity, Veterans Administration contracts amually
with National Academy of Sciencés at an annual cost of $20,000.

CONTRACTUAL RESEZARCH PROCRAM

The Contractual Resesarch Program is adninistered within the Con-
tractual and Project Research Section.

111458
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The Contractusl Research Program is int ended td obtain information

within the medical and allied health fields which, for 'oné reason or another,

the Veterans Administration may reqiire ad which can be mors advantageously,

or mere economically obtained through contractual reseatrch projects in

wiiversities or research institutions rather than in facilities of the Veterans

Administration. In some irstancés, the Veterais Administration mey require

infemation so obtained in connettion with the medical treatment and hospital

care of veteran patients, In cther inmtances, it may be required for use in

connect.icn with the long-range planning of VA medical problems a in contributing

a better understanding of disabilities so that just and sound bases, Or

criteria, for evaluating alleged disability ciaims can be established and applied

This is required not only in the interest of the veteran but as well in the
national interest, In general, infarmation of this character is more readily

se derived from "applied" research rather than '"basic" research, As a consequence
most, but not all, of the ccntractual research projects supported by the

Veterans Administration are in the nature of "applied" research,

Applications far. approval bf contractual research prolects are

{ prepared by individuale (principal investigators) and submitted to the Assistant
Chief Medical Director for Research and Education. In some instances, they are
. rrerared at the specific recuest of this Assistant Chief Medical Director, This
is usually the case when the Veterans Administration recognizea a particular
need that can best he met in this manner,

when tie application for approval of a catractual research project
is received in the office of the Assistant Chief Medical Director for Research

{ and Zducation, it is then referred to the service, or services, particularly

] concerned and thereafter vwith the pertinent comments of representatives of

. the service, or services, ia r~ferred to the Commit tee on Veterans Medical

ul Problems for their consideration and recommendations, When the project

of application is approved by this Committee, and when funds are availasble for

~ support of the project, the Veterans Administration notifies tle "principal

g investigator” and his institution by means of a "letter of intent® to negotiate
al the contract, Then the Service Contracts Sectlon, Supply Serfice, Central

. Office Veterans Administrstion, negotiates a reimbursable type contract with the
o institution in which the investigzation is to be carried out umer the direction
mest of the "principal investigator". An Important feature 6f the contract deals

™ with the custody and ownership of such equipment ard supplies aa may be in

>~ possession of the contracting institution at the time the contract is terminated,

Strict government regulations are applicable to this situation,

~

The scope of the subject matter covered within the Contractual
Research Program in broed terms only has been indicated under the section of
this presentation under title, "General Statement of Objectivea and Prmc:.ples"
A wide variety of interests has been incl‘.xded !

Prior to Jamiary 1, 1953, 155 contractual research’ ;rojects had been
negotiated exclusive of, (a) those negotiated directly with the National Academy
of Sciences,end (b) those coming within the ecope of the Prosthetics Research
Program, There were 16 of the latter, .

Highest mriority is now given to matters involving sorvic e-connected
disabilities and assoclated ;roblems.

ERARER
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The results of the research activities of the investigators are
published in the professional, scientific, and techniecal journals so that
information so derived can be made available not only to other VA personnel
tut to the interested professions as well, In this manner the public, at
T.rge, my benefit from the research adiievemstz within the VA Research
Frogram, A surrritzingly large number of thess publications indicate a join
authorahip in which oue of the aithors is a full-time employee of the
Veterans Administration and the othér is 4 memter of the faculty of the
medical school or univeraity associated with the VA hospital, This is
but one of the many evidences of a community of imterest that contritutes
8o much to the Medical Program of the Veterans Administration.

There have, unfortunately, been times vhen some of cur agsociates
have been a bit neglectful of giving us proper credit for work they have don
in close association with our research workers, While we are not pleased wh
this occurs we do have the satisfaction of knowing that we have contributed -
thelr success through our cooperation and participation ami that they have
inadvertently paid us a compliment, even though not widely advertised, by
thinking so highly of our contribut ion that they would like to '"hog" the
credit for it to themselves, '

In general, we encounter much the same problems of human relaticne
that characterize comparable situations within medical achools and university
hospitals, Fortunately, we do have & minimum number of instances wherein a
senior person may try to get his name on all publications within his service
(in a medical service or department), regardless of the validity of his con-
tribution thereto., The Research Committees serve an important and beneficial
influence in moderating these abuses which, if not moderated, can have a most
disturting influence on the attitudes and the morale of the other ressarch
workers, I mention this only to point out that we are concermed with many of
the same problems with which deans of medical schoole and heads of departmente
in universities are concerned, Sometimes these problems can be most
disconcerting to the resporisible research administrator. Within the VA Medi-
val Research Program we are rather fortunate because there has been displayed,
as a general rule, an exemplary spirit of fairness and sportsmanship-like
attitudes in such matters.

PART II
VA RADIOISOTOPE PROGRAM

BISTORICAL

During the Fall of 1946 and £h¢ Spring véf 1947, General Paul Hawley,

" who was then Chief Medical Director, became deeply cornicerned sbout the problems

tlet atomic energy might create for the Veterans Administration due to the fact
that the Armed Services were so actively engaged in matters of atomic energy.
After consultation with the representativea of the Manhsttan Engineer District,
General Hawley convened a conference within his office to consider this matter.
The conference, held on August 7, 1947, was attended by Lieutenant General Lesl:
R, Groves, USA, Commanding General, Manhattan Engineer District; Colonel James
Cooney, MC, USA, Chief Medical Officer, Manhattan Engineer District,; Major
Generzl Raymond Bliss, USA, Surgeon General, U, S, Army; Rear Admiral W, L.
Willeutts, MC, USN, Deputy Surgeon General, US Navy; Major General Malcom Grew,
Alr Surgeen, U,S.A.F,,; Surgeon General Leonard Scheele, U, S, Public Health
Service; General Hawley and myself, General Groves described, in general,



et e

tUntveralty of Crlifrinta al Lna Angntas
Universlty Archives
semes e Schoo | o Medicine

f\d:z’ll_msiggh./e Fles of S*A@ﬁllf:-}wﬁn H25-1968
L)(OO Sheac #2900 Nk ond Rexenrel,Coondi

Foun! NMAE

NKC Ow- ston p{ﬂ)gd,(d) Suer\tu ]‘79‘% -53

BULL. CVMP -~ Page 5%4

' characteristics that these problems might include and then stressed the
{ importance of having perscnnel trzined, qualified and equipped with the facilities
required to meet them,

General Hawley then requested [octors Stafford Warren, Hymer L.
Friecell, Shields Warren, Hugh Morgen, and Perrin Long to constitute a
| comnittee to advise him on matters of atomic medicine and to make recom-

mendations as to what steps should next be taken to meet the problems

discussed at the August 7th conference,
" on September 5, 1947, this commit tee held its first meeting, The
Veterans Administration was represented by General Hawley ard myself, At this
time the cbjectives of the Atomic Medicine Program were formulated and the
broad aspects of a scheme for establishing a_radioisotope program to support
the more inclusive Atomic Medicine Program were drafted, The advisory committee
o ! was given the name, "Central Advisory Committee on Radioisotopes", as it was not

desired at this time to publicize the fact that the Veterans Administration
might have any prcolems in comnection with atomic medicine especially the fact
tlt there might be mroblems in connection with alleged service-connected
disability claims. The committee reccmmended, (a) the establiskment of an
Atomic Medicine Division within the Department of Medicine and Surgery and the
appointment of a Special Assistant for Atomic Medicine to head up the Division
and to represent the Chief Medical Director in the handling of atcmic medicine
matters, and (b) the establishment of a Radioisotope Section to implement a
Radioisctore Program. It further recommended that, for the time being, the
existence of an Atomic Medicine Division be classified as "confidential" and
that publicity be given instead to the existence of a Radioisotope Programn
administered through the Radioisntope Section, General Hawley took affirmative
sctions on these recorunmdations and it was in the manner described that the
Radioisotope Program was initiated in the Fa.ll of 1947,

The unique qualifications of the membera of the Central Advisory
Committ ee on Radioisotopes merit consideration, Doctor Stafford Warrén, now
Dean, Medical School, University of California, Los Angeles, was formerly Chief
Medical Offi"er, Manhattan Engineer District (1543-1946). TCoclor Hymer Friedell,
now Professor of Radiology, Western Reserve Medical School, was Deputy Chief
Medical Officer, Manhattan Engineer District (1943-1946), DLoctor Shields Warren,
now Frofessor of Pathology, Harvard Medical School, was Director, Divid on of
Vedicine and Biology, Atomic Energy Coammission (1347-1952). Eech-bf these
individuals. had participated in one or more atomic bomb tests in pos:Ltlons of
senior responsitility., Doctors Morgan and Long have, for nany years,’ ‘been leaders
not only in academic and civilian medicine tut in millt?ry nsdicine a8 well,

The Radloisotope Frogram was initiated in'the Fall -of 1947,  Most of
that Fall was spent in plenning. The fir st radicisotope laboratory was opened
at VA Hospital, Van Nuys, Calif., in February, 1948, under the direction of
[r. M. E, Morton, one of the pioneers in researth with radioisotopes at the
tniversity of California. This was but a few months after radioisctopes became
generally available for medical purposes by the Atomic Energy Commission.

GHIERAL STATEMENT OF OBJECTIYES ABD PRINCIPLES

A major objective of the Radioisctope Program was, from the very
bezinning, to previds the Veterans Administration with qualified professional,
scientific, and technical personnel, as well as the specialized facilities,
required, (a) to meet the varied and unique problems of atomic energy that

NIRRT
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might be of concern to the Veterans Administration, perticularly im reepect to the
problems assoclated with the study and analysie of alleged mervice-connected
disebility claims, and (b) in connection with certain responsibilities that the
Veterens Administration may have in civil defense. Much of the support for the
Pad'olsotope Program has been predicatsd om, and Justified by, the implications of
this major objective. In this respect, i1t differs somewhat from other activities
carried on within the VA Medlcal Research Program and supported from resesrch funds
(Program 8200). :

The specific objective of the Radioieotope Program bas bosn, and is, to

employ radiocisotores within selected hospitals of the Veterans Administration, (a)
in medical research, (b) in clinical diagnosis, and {c) in the medical treatment of
veteran patients. Here again the Radioiscutope Program differs scmewbat from other
activities supported from resesroh-fidds ih that 18 inu¢lddBl @dtiyities involving :
olinical diagnosis-and- treatdand™8¥ well &1 rescarch, "As & tatter of fact, in the
larger and more activs Redlolsotopd Mhite perhaps ad much aé cne-balf of their:
energies are expended in clinical diagnosis and treatment, particulerly the former.

st e n

Radioisotope laboratories are established only in VA hospitals having
effiliation with medical schools.

The Atomic Energy Coumission has established certain criteria and
stendards of health protection, not only for the patients receiving radioisotopes,
but as well for individuals who work with, or might be inadvertently exposed to,
radiolsotopes. These requirements are ptrictly observed within the VA Radioisotope
Program.

The Veterans Administration, for reasons unique to its needs and
responsidbilities, has entablished certain requirements, both technical and
adminietrative, which ars rigorously observed within the Radioisotcpe Progrem.

Certain policies recommended by the Central Advisory Cammittee on
Radiolaotopes and established by the Chief Medical Director bave been established
end complisnce therewith is & firi requirement within all VA hospitals where
radioisotopes are employed. These include:

TP

‘a. medically eound policies and practices with respect
to all human applications of redioisotopes

b. sound policies apd practices with respsct to radfo-
logical eafety, including appropriate technical and

edministrative requirements and a radiological safety - X
Plan formally drawn up and approved by the Radioisotope -
Conmittee and the Chief, Redioisotope Section ]

¢. sound, congervative policles and practices with 1
respect to both publicity end public relstioms,

4. supervision of the radioisotope program within an ’ {
individual VA hospital by a Redioisotope Caumittee repre-
senting the Deans Coumittes affiliated with that hospital.

RRAL LA
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As a statement of principle, it is maintained that a conservative
stand should be taken with respect to the positicn of radioisotopes in medicine
within all VA hospitals in which rsdioisotupes are employed. This is particu-
larly true in respect to treatment. The sit uation is very much more encouraging
'a clinical diagnosis where we have reason for greater optimism. It is generally
teiieved, however, that the main contribution that radioisotopes can maks to
redical care will be as a tool in blological and medical research,

Within the VA Radl oisotope Program, radioisotopes may be, and are,
employed in basic research as well as in medical research and clinical
investig-tions,

The Radioisotope Program complements but does not duplicate, or
take the place of, the program conducted by the Atomic Energy Commission., This
agency s no means whereby it could provide either the research or clinical
services involvinz the use of radioisctopes that are regquired within the
Veterans Administration, nor does any other agency of govermient,

The Radioisotope Program, as an integral part of the over-all Medical
Research Frogram of the Veterans Administration, sugments and extends ths -
accomplishnents of the research wrogram within VA hospitals. It is ciosely
integrated with the medical research programs witbin these hospitals, ' Insofar
as practicable, radioisotope laboratories have been placed in close proximity
to the medical research laboratories within an individual hospital.

) Because of the unique requirements associated with the employment of
radioisotopes within hospitels, particularly in a large hospital program such
as that of the Veterans Administration, a much greater degree of central control
is needed than is required in tlie other medical resezrch or clinical
fnvestigntion progrems.

Radioisotopes may be used only in VA hospitals for which the Chief
¥adical Director, upon recommendation of the Central Advisory Committee on
Radicisotopes, has specifically authorized the establishment of a Radioisotope
Unit,

. Within a VA hespital in which there has been established a radio-
isotope unit, there is freedom of use of radioisotopes provided, (a) aprli-
cable requirements of the Atomic Energy Commission and of the Veterans
Administration are observed, and (b) such use has previously been approved
bv the Radioisotope Committee appointed to represent the Deans Committee in
the supervision of the Radioisctore Program within tmt particular VA hospital.

In general, the same policies and principles pertaining to the
Medical Research Program, as described earlier in this presentation, are
applicable to research involving the use of radioisotopes.

During the first four years of the program, representatives of all
VA radioisotope units met twice yearly in a working conference intended to
provide exchange of information concerning, (a) adninistrative matters, (b)
scientific and technical matters unique to the employment of radicisotopes,
(c) the planning, organization, and conduct of research with radioisotopes, and
(d) the results of research work and clinical investigations in which
radioisctopes were used,

ARIRLE
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ORGANIZATION AND ACMINISTRATION WITHIN CENTRAL OFFICE

GENMERAL STATMENT

The Special Assistant for Atomic Medicine serves as Chief, Atomic
Medicine Division. He is responsibie for the over-all admin‘.strat.ion of the
7 Radioisotope Program and for its coordination within the professional
services,

RADIOISOTOPE SECTION

The Radiocisotope Program is aduinietered tlrough the Radioisotope
Section, Atomic Medicine Division, Research and Education Service, The “hief,
Radioisotope Section, is responsible for the coordination within Central Offlce
of those matters with which the administrative divisi ons within a VA hospital
are concerned,

The Racioisotope Section is assisted, both in an advisory capacity and
in a service capacity, by the Central Advieory Committee on Radioisotopes, The
members of this Committee serve as consultants to the Radioisotope Section.

‘ Three members also serve as special consultants to the hospital programs within
certain regions, These are, (a) Eastern United States, Dr. Shields Warren, (b)
Central United States, Cr. Hymer Fridell; and (c) Western United States, Lr,
Stafford Warren. Obligations incurred in connection with these services, and
those of other special consultants in atomic medicine, amount to $10,000 annually,

The Radioisotcpe Section provides assistance and support to the
Radioisotope Units, (a) in professional, scientific, armd technical matters,
(t) in administrative matters (personnel, finance, budget, sipplies, and
eqiirment, construction, ete.), (¢) in program analysis, (d) in dissemination
of information gained from sani—a.nnual fFrogress reports submitted by the
Redicisotope Units, (e) in serving as a medium for exchange of informati on,
ard (f) in providing a wide variety of advisory services.

To assist the VA hospital in initiating and administering a radi-
oisotope program, certain aids have been prepared by the Radioisotope Section
and are provided to the Deans Committee and the Manager of the hospital concerned.
Ttese include, (a) "Suggestions for Planning and Initiating a Radioisctope
Program within a VA Hospital", (b) "Suggestions as to Plan of Organizetion and
Operational Procedures of a Radioisotope Unit within a VA Hospital", (c¢) "Sugzes-
tions as to Supply and Equipment Operations for a Radioisotope Unit", and (d)
"List of Initial Supplies and Equipment for Radi oisotope Units", These have
proven to be most helpful to those concerned with the development and adminis-
tration of the radiocisctope programs within the VA hosgpitals having radioisotope
units.

The Radioisotope Section has also planned, organized, and administered
a program designed to train VA personnel to serve as monitors and monitor leaders
in the radiological safety aspects of civil defense. To accomplish this, ir the
sammer of 1949, the section also prepered for, and provided to, the VA hospitals
a training guide under title, "Training Plan for Course in Radiological Defense
(Monitors)": By the summer of 1950 within VA hospitals having Radioisotope Units,
more than 400 VA employees, cther than physicians, dentists, and nurses, had
received the training.
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The Radioisotope Section, in 1950, cooperated with the Federal Civil
Defense Administration in the preparetion of "Health Services and Special
¥eapons Defense" (AG-11-1).

The Radioisotope Section, in 1951, assisted in the mreparation of two
manuscripts which were reproduced and widely distributed by the Council on
National Emergency Medical Services of the American Medical Association, They
were: "Planning and Organizing for Radiological Defense in Civil Defense", and,’
"Training Plan for Courses in, (a) Medical Aspects of Radiological Defense,

{b) Medical Aspects of Atomic Warfare, and (c) Radiological Defense (Monitors)".
These were modifications of manuscripts already prepared for use within the
Veterans Administration.

RADICISOTOPE UNIT

The organizational element within the VA hospitel concerned with the
use of radioisotopes is the Radioisotope Unit. It is wmler the immediate
supervision of a director who 1s a physician qualified in the use of radioiso-
topes as well as in the field of clinical medicine and medical research., The
director is appointed with the approval of the Chief Medical Director.

The director is assisted in an advisory and a supervisry capacity
by the Radiolsotope Committee representing the Deans Committee of the hospital.
The dut ies of this committee are:

a. advise the Manager as to policy in regard to radliological
safety, public information, and public relations

"b. make recommendations as to the qualifications, appoint-~
ment and employment of professiomal, scientific, and tech-
nical personnel required in the unit, including the direc-
tor and all consiltants to the unit

¢, review and, if approved, recommend proposed research
activities involving radiolsotopes, and proposed clinical
uses of radiolsotopes, and .

d. review, and when appropriate, approve, (1) aich
papers as may be proposed for publication, and (2)
such exhibits as may be proposed for presentation
before scientific groups when either involves the use
of radioisotopes. ‘

Membership on the Radioisotope Committee is not limited to membera
of the Deans Comittee, Menbers may not be full-time employees of the
Veterans Administration, Usually the members are qualified individuals
within the teaching staff of the assoclated medical schools or universities,

Consultants may be professional, sciemtific, or technical personnel
u»1 need not necessarily be phvsicians.

Within the VA hospital and laboratories, the director is responsible,

(a) for the administration of the Radioisotope Frogram, (b) for the human appli-

cation of radioisotopes, and (c) for all radiological safety measures,
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The Director is- assisted by three principal egsistants as indicabe
in the accompanying organization chart.,

As a rule, the Radioisotope Unit is arganized in this manner:

[_Dm_ff_z_oza.l

ASST, DIR. ASST. DIR,
RAD. SAFE & SCIENTIFIC
ADM, MATTERS -
SECRETARY ‘ SCIENTIST ‘ TECH.

TECH.

—_——
TECHN'ICIAN
CLINICAL

ASST. DIR.
CLINICAL

The Director and the Aegsistant Director (Clinjcal are rhysicians
Trey are not paid from
The others &re employed under regulations
They are paid from Research funds (Program €
Only cltizens of the United States may be employed in any of these positions.

employed under Departrent of Medicine and Surgery.

ressearch funds (Program 8200).

of the Civil Service Commission.

Of funds made available for the Radioisotope Units, 80 per cent is
utilized for the payment of salaries of the sclentists and technical persrnnel
other than physicians, dentists, and nurses, 5 per cent for consultants and
15 per cent for supplies and equipment, .

SCOFE

The scope of the Radioisotoge Progfam includes;

a. Employment of radioisotopes in medical research in a great
variety of applicaticns in the broaa field of medical research.

Special attention has been given to study of (a) thyroid
function, (b) diseases, and disorders of the thyroid gland,
(c) metabolism, (d) cardiac function, (e) peripheral vascular
disease, (f) electrolyte balances, (g) blood volume determina-
tions, (h) hemodynamics of cardiovascular system, and (i) etec.

b, Clinicel diagnostic procedures have been developed and

are employed in a variety of conditions including (a) prac-
tical diagnosis of hyperthyroidism and hypothyroidism, (b)
the location and diagnosis of metastatic ¢.rciuvns of i
thyroid, (c) diagnosis and localization of brain tumors, (d)
determining pumping efficiency of the heart, (e) peripheral
vascular function, (f) blood volume deteminati ons, and

I1TH4bb

(g) skin grafts, et.c.
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c. Treatment of (a) taxic m'perthyroidism, (b) carcinoma of
thyroid and metastaces, (c) leuliemia, (d) pclycythemia vera,
(e) carcinoma of the testicle, {f) carcinoma of the prostate,
(g) certain tumors (by interstitial infiitration), and (h)
basal cell carcinoma of the skin.

\—\___\

OQUTSTANDING ACILIEVEMENT

Outstanding technical achievements have Leen (a) the application
of scintillation counters in clinical disgnosis and treatmemt as well s In
medical research, (b) the application of the Texas well counter to medical
recearch uses and (c; the develoyment of the automatic "scenner!" for making
"scintigram" tracings of the outline of the thyroid gland and of brain tumors,

P/RT III ‘
VA PROSTHETICS AND SENSORY AIDS RFSEARCH PROGRAM

INTRODUGTION

Faced with considerable numbers of individuals who had suffered
amputations in active service dur ing World War II, the War Department turned
to the National Research Council f>r assistance in the rehabilitation problcms
of these individnals. There was eatablished then in 1947 through the Natd oral
Research Council, a Committee on Artificial Limbs, supported first by the Office
of the Surgeon General and later the Veterans Administration, to outline a
centinuing program of research and develomment in this fleld,

The purpose of this program has been to develop improved prosthetic
an< orthopedic appliances and sensory aids, exclusive of dental prostleses,
and includes the practical utilization of these devices by veteran patients,
Tie aim of the mogram is to conduct research and development of new and
improved prosthetic and orthopedic appliances and sencory aids and to
afford an opportunity for the testing and fitting of these devices so
that the protlems of successful utilization may be understood and sur-
mounted, There exists a large number of disabled beneficiaries (mcst
recent estimate - 257,500, who, under federal statutes, will remain per-
menently entitled to prosthetic and sensory aids and unless the Veterans
Administration conducts an active. prosthetics research and devel opment
program in this field, the interest of veteran individuals who are handi--
capped and disabled m.ll not be served to the best advantage.

] AUTHORITY ) .
Public Law 729,‘ 80th Congreis, gives specific authorization for
the Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Research Frogram, amd awthorlzes the appro—
priation of up to $1,000,000 annually for this purpose.

ORGANIZATION AND AEIIINL?TRA T1 C‘N

The Prosthetic Research Frogram is coordinated with cther Veterans
"dninistration medical research and is administered as to financial and contractual
matters by the Assistant Chief Medical Director for Research and Education. The
program is developed, plarned, and supervised, however, by the Director,
Frosthetic and Sensory Aids Service, Central Office,
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