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T i t l e :  Early d i a g n o s i s  of  a s c e p t i c  n e c r o s i s  of t h e  femoral head 
following t r a u n a t i c  d i s l o c a t i o n  of t h e  h i p  

Inves t iga to r s :  R, L. N u t t ,  LCDR, MC USNR 

This  i s  a con t inu ing  s tudy  t o  t e s t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  i s o t o p i c  scanning 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  d i a g n o s i s  of a s c e p t i c  n e c r o s i s  fo l lowing  t r aumat i c  h i p  
d i s l o c a t i o n  and femoral neck f r a c t u r e s ,  i l l s lud ing  stress f r a c t u r e s .  
Cke immediate obse rva t ion  i s  t h a t  Technitium is s u p e r i o r  t o  Fluoride-18 
as a scanning agen t .  Ve zir? now us ing  only  Technitium for scanning 

Seventeen pa t ien ts  i-.ave been inc luded  i n  t h e  s tudy  wi th  t h e  l o n g e s t  
follow-up t o  30 months t o  d a t e .  
bonn, scans and x-ray changes shown i n  t h e  r e s u l t s  from t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  
p a t i e n t s .  
weight bearing these p a t i e n t s  in some cases. 

There i s  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between 

These f i n d i n g s  have a s s i s t e d  in t h e  c l i n i c a l  d e c i s i o n  f o r  

,-- \?e p l an  t o  cont inue  thr! s tudy  f o r  t h e  next t h r e e  t o  fou r  y e a r s  t o  
ga the r  v a l i d  d a t a  and p repa re  r e p o r t s  of f i n d i n g s  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  
From c u r r e n t  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  bono, scanning should be  inco rpora t ed  as a 
r o u t i n e  follow-up srudy i n  a larper percentage of traunatic i n jur i e s  
about t h e  h ip .  


